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using string to create their own spider




FIND OUT HOW
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CHALLENGE

6688-688 (€09) 02Lp6 erwoje) ‘Aajasiog
1G0€0 2aysdwep map ‘uospny elIOjR)) JO AjsIaAlu()
anl( ied UOSpPNH G 30UaDG JO [[eH 2duaImeT]
uoyeonpy ejj2(q M saibajeng [euogonysu] ABojolg 100pInQ
Aq paysiiqng Aq padojanag




2. Wrap an eight-meter length of thread
around a piece of cardboard or index card
for each youngster.

3. Put sixty nails in a suitable container
(envelope, sandwich bag) for each
youngster.

4. Fill the spray misters with water and
adjust their nozzles to produce a fine mist.

5. Make a copy of Side 1 of the “Weaving
Webs” Technique Card, and adhere it to a
piece of cardboard. Insert a nail at each
point where the web is attached to a
branch and at each point where two or
more threads come together.

Safety. Although most spiders are
harmless, caution the youngsters against
handling them. One poisonous spider to
look out for is the Black Widow, which has
a rounded, glossy black body with an
hourglass-shaped red or orange mark on
its underside. The shape of this mark
varies from spider to spider, and some
Black Widows may have more than one
mark.

ACTION [%
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PART ONE: LOOKING FOR WEBS

1. Introduce the activity by telling the
youngsters that they will be looking closely
at spider webs.

2. Show the youngsters how to locate and
highlight webs by gently misting a shrub or
other location where webs are likely to be.
To avoid damaging any webs, direct the
mister so that the spray falls on the webs.
(Do not spray directly into the web.) Ask
the group what spider webs might be used
for.

3. Divide the group into teams of two, and
point out boundaries for the site.

Challenge the youngsters to use the spray
misters to find as many different kinds of
spider webs as they can. Tell the kids to be
careful not to destroy any webs. Distribute
the misters, and send the teams off to
locate webs.

4. Allow about ten minutes for the search.
Then call the teams back to share their

discoveries. Ask how many different kinds
of webs they found. Where were the webs
located and what did they look like?

PART TWO: WEB WEAVING

Introducing Web Weaving

1. Ask the youngsters:
® How do you think a spider builds her
web?
® Does she start in the center and move
out, or does she begin on the outside
and move in?
® How does she get from one corner to
another?
® To what does she attach her silk?
® Where does she place the most
threads? Is this where the animals are
trapped?
2. Explain to the youngsters that these are
a few questions they will explore as they
make models of their favorite webs.
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Web Weavers
WEAVING WEBS

Technique Card

Side 1: Demonstration Web
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Web Weavers
WEAVING WEBS

Technique Card

Side 2: String Art Technique for Web Weaving

MATERIALS FOR ONE WEB: 2. Use the crochet thread to connect the nails.

1 piece of fiberboard, cardboard, or ceiling tile Wind the thread around each nail twice to keep the
nails thread tight.

thimble or pencil to push the nails into the board 3. Continue to connect the nails with thread until
crochet thread the web is complete. Tie off the ends as you go.

Web Weavers
WEAVING WEBS

Side 1: Demonstration Web

WEAVING A WEB:

1. Place a nail at each point where the web is
attached to another object and at each point where
two or more threads come together.

Web Weavers
WEAVING WEBS

Side 1: Demonstration Web
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