OVERVIEW

After making models of homes that might
protect small animals from the elements,
the youngsters search living plants for real
homes constructed by small animals.
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BACKGROUND

When the wind howls and the rain pours,
we pull our foul-weather clothing tight
around us and head for shelter. Rain
slickers, umbrellas, and warm snug rooms
protect us from the elements and allow us
to live in relative comfort and safety in
spite of adverse weather.

But what happens to the multitude of
other animals when environmental
conditions threaten? Small animals may
seem defenseless in the face of bad
weather, but a close look reveals a
variety of unique structures and behaviors
that allow these animals to survive.

ONd V SV ONINS

saibajeng [eajnng Agx
o1d

loiaeyag jewrjuy

yer)-oig




)
Z
)
=
<
m
Z
o
[
w
=
Q
2
=
%)
Z
O
o

)
=
£
=]
Z
)
>
0
-

CHALLENGE: FIND SHELTERS

THAT ANIMALS HAVE
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Site. Select a site with a variety of small
structures constructed by tiny animals.
Generally, dense brush and woods are
best, but fence rows, fields, and vacant
lots often provide good activity sites.
Look on the undersides of leaves, at
buds, in bark, and on stems. Make note
of two or three kinds of trees or bushes
that have structures for use in the
activities. Collect a leaf sample from
each of these trees or bushes.

Materials. Take the leaf from each of
the study trees or bushes and trace it on
a large brown shopping bag. With
scissors, cut out about two dozen
“make-be-leaves” in each of the shapes.
(Make stacks of paper and cut several
shapes at one time.)

Safety. Caution the youngsters about
rushing heedlessly into dense vegetation.
Chance encounters with sticky brambles,
hornets, poison oak or ivy, snakes, or
bees can be avoided when the
youngsters are observant and forewarned.

ACTION [%]

PART ONE: MAKE-BE-LEAVES

1. Take your group to the area you have
selected, and establish site limits. Pick
out one grain of rice or small seed and
tell the kids to pretend that it is a “‘bug”

that needs protection from wind, rain,
and other animals.

2. Hold up one of the paper
“make-be-leaves’” and tell the kids that
they are going to build a protective
structure in which a ‘“‘seed-bug” can live,
using the make-be-leaf surface.

3. Divide the group into teams of two.
Show the youngsters the craft materials,
and give each team four make-be-leaves.
Challenge each youngster to make a safe,
snug home for one or more seed-bugs
using one or more of the make-be-leaves.
Make sure the kids put the seed-bugs
inside their homes. Give each team a
small puddle of glue on a small paper
plate, and let them start constructing.

4. Circulate among the teams while they
work. As the teams complete their
make-be-leaf seed-bug homes, ask the
youngsters to find dead twigs about
one-half meter long, and to tape their
creations to these twigs.

5. After all the teams have created at
least two make-be-leaf homes and have
attached the leaves to a twig, call the
teams together. Let the teams swap
twigs. Challenge the teams to find the
seed-bugs without tearing the
home-structures apart. Distribute hand
lenses, and ask the kids to first look
closely for the seed-bugs without prying
into the structures. Then tell the
youngsters to open the structures
carefully and look for the seeds.
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