BACKGROUND

Many nocturnal (active at night) creatures
have eyes that reflect light, e.g. spiders,
frogs, crayfish, toads, mice, opossums,
raccoons, moths, and owls. The color of
the reflected light varies from animal to
animal. The wolf spider’s eyes reflect
brilliant, tiny specks of white or
greenish-white light; the bull frog’s eyes
appear a bright, opalescent green.
Certain moths’ eyes shine orange at
night. Most mammals and night-active
birds also have eyes that reflect light:
orange, yellow, or white, depending on
the species.

OVERVIEW

The youngsters learn to spot eye-shine at

night by playing a simulation game.
They use the spotting technique to locate
mysterious eyes, stalk the creatures, and
observe the animal’s behavior.

You may observe eye-shine at night by
holding a flashlight against the side of
your head at eye level, and sweeping the
beam slowly over the grass, bushes, and
trees at various distances. Look closely
for sharp points of light that might be
reflected from animals’ eyes. Eye-shine
may be discernable across amazingly long
distances. When you see small specks of
green, white, or orange light, keep your
flashlight beam on the source as you
approach them for a better look. Watch
carefully. Larger animals will run or hide
as you approach. However, you can
often get a good look at spiders, moths,
and some birds.
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CHALLENGE: INVESTIGATE
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LETS LOOK Fowr
LIGHT TROM
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