MAPPING A STUDY SITE i i
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youngsters become oriented to the major

features of an outdoor site.
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MAP THE MAJOR
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PAPER SYMBOLS

maps with crayons or marking pens, or

use paper symbols to represent features

on their maps. At least eight different

colors of crayons, markers or paper

symbols are needed; more colors are

better. If you use paper symbols, each

team will need 20 to 30 symbols of each
color.
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3. Map Key. To save time, prepare a
map key before meeting the youngsters.
See the examples. The drawn or paper
symbols can be keyed by shape and
color. For plants, you can tape leaves on
the key and identify each type of plant
with a different symbol or color. Prepare
one map key on an index card for each
team. If you prefer, you can let the
group help you make the master key as
part of the activity, but make sure all of
the teams use identical keys.
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ACTION

1. Tell the group that one of the first
steps in any outdoor investigation is to

become familiar with the study area.
Explain that one way to do this is to
make a map of the area.

2. Lay out all the map sections so that
the entire study area is illustrated. Make
sure the top of the map points north (use
the compass). Point out the compass
orientation of the map: the top is north,
the bottom is south, the left side is west,
and the right side is east. Ask the
youngsters to match the features you
have mapped with the actual features in
the study site.

3. Divide the group into teams of two to
four. (The number of map sections will
determine the number of kids in each
team.)

4. Explain that each team will get a
section of the map on which to add
landmarks such as trees and hills;
buildings, picnic tables or other
man-made structures; bushes, grassy
areas, rocky areas, and so on. Give each
team a map key, and go over the
recording technique with the group
(either drawing symbols with crayons or
markers, or sticking on paper symbols).
Mention that a precise scale for the map
is not necessary; the youngsters should
simply place or draw symbols on the map
approximately where features are located
in the study site. (Features that are not
included on the key can be drawn onto
the map sections and labeled. The group
may want to add symbols for one or
more features to their map keys before
they start mapping.)

5. Give each team a map section and a
set of recording materials. To begin,
suggest that each team draw an arrow
indicating ‘‘north’” near the top of their
map section. The arrows should be
parallel to the left and right edges of the
map section.

6. Point out the flagging boundaries you
set up, and suggest that the teams first
explore the areas covered by their map
sections by walking through them to
become familiar with boundaries and
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