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After finding out the color of food that
jays prefer, the youngsters salt the jays’
preferred food to see if the jays will
change their color preference.




TRY TO CHANGE THIS
PREFERENCE BY ALTERING THE

TASTE OF THE FOOD.

:
=
(=)
8
LL,
Ly
o
S
=l
o
Q
T
=
a
&
o5

CHALLENGE: FEED JAYS AND

PREFER.
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color in separate plastic bags. Package
the two bowls of white macaroni in two
bags. Refrigerate the macaroni until you
are ready to use it. Use the prepared
macaroni within five days.

2. Action Cards. Make two copies of
the sheet of Action Cards, and cut them
apart.

ACTION

1. At the site, show the youngsters the
colored macaroni and explain that it will
be used as bait to attract jays. Mention
that birds can see colors.

2. To get the youngsters to think about
preferences in food color, ask how they
would react to black mashed potatoes or
blue chicken. Encourage a short
discussion of how, through experience,
we expect foods to be a certain color.
Ask the youngsters if they think jays
might have food-color preferences.

3. Divide the group into five teams, and
read the challenge aloud. Give each
team a package of macaroni of a different
color. Retain one package of white
macaroni for future use.

4. Point out the bait station where the
teams should place their macaroni. Then
ask each team to place twelve pieces of
its macaroni at 4 cm intervals at the bait
station in a single line or in several lines.
Ask the teams to alternate the colors like
a string of Christmas-tree lights, so that all
pieces of one color are not grouped
together.

GRAY JAY

5. As soon as the youngsters finish
putting out the macaroni, ask them to sit
in a group at least six meters away from
the food. Tell the kids to be quiet and
patient. One youngster should note the
time the trial begins to see how long it
takes for the first birds to come to the
macaroni.

ScRUEB JAY

6. Give each team an Action Card.
Each card gives different observation
instructions. The teams can share their
observations at the end of the session.

7. Tell each team to keep track of its
macaroni. As soon as six pieces of one
color have been taken, end the trial.
Have each team record on the data
board the number of their pieces of
macaroni the jays took during the first
trial. Ask the group which color the jays
seem to prefer. Suggest to the teams that
they conduct a second trial like the first
one. (A second trial serves to confirm the
jays’ color preference and allows the
youngsters to observe action they may
have missed in the first trial.)

8. After the second trial, ask the
youngsters to refer to the data board and
determine which color the jays prefer. (It
is usually white.) Ask the youngsters if
they can think of ways to change the
birds’ color preference. Among the ideas
usually suggested is making the preferred
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Jay Play
Action Card

k

Action Card

What do the birds do with the food after they pick it
up?

When more than one bird lands near the food, how
do they act?

Do they take turns eating?

How many times do they:

Do they fight over the food? eat it?

Does one bird chase the others away? fly away with it?

——— bury it?
- AR »
=N
Jay Play Jay Play
Action Card Action Card

How many different birds did we attract to the food? How many food pieces do the birds pick up at once?

1 2 3 4
Were they all the same kind?,
If not, how many different kinds were there?
Jay Play Jay Play
Action Card Action Card

Are the birds communicating with each other by... How do the birds approach the food?

calling to each other? slowly approach it

looking at each other? go right to it
doing something else? look around a lot first
What? sneak in
OUTDOOR BIOLOGY INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES Published by

DELTA EDUCATION
OBIS Copyright © 1981 by The Regents of the University of California




